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SITE PLAN
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TRACK

OBSERVATION TOWER
PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
MAIN GRANDSTAND
AMPHITHEATER
LAWN SEATING

credits
ARCHITECT: Mird Rivera
Architects - Juan Mird, Miguel

Rivera, design partners; Ken Jones,

senior associate; Matthew Sturich,
associate; Bud Franck, Diana Su,
Jason Kerensky, design team

ENGINEERS: Bay & Associates
(m/e/p); Walter P. Moore
(structural); Carlson Brigance &
Doering (civil)

CLIENT: Circuit of the Americas
GENERAL CONTRACTOR:
Austin Commercial
S1ZE:197,000 square feet

200 FT.
60 M.

O —%=

GREAT LAWN
CONCESSIONS
BERM SEATING
REFLECTING POOL
ENTRANCE
BRIDGEFTO PARKING

CosT: $62 million

COMPLETION DATE:
November 2012 (Grand Plaza and
Observation Tower), March 2013
(Austin360 Amphitheater)

SOURCES

GLASS: TriStar Glass (glazing);
VELUX (skylights)

WINDOWS: Safti First (fire-rated)
METAL DOORS: Assa Abloy
ELEVATORS: Otis

MOISTURE BARRIER: Tyvek

SPEED WAY The shaded seats and private suites of the Main Grandstand (top) allow viewers to
‘watch the race in comfort with birds-eye views of the pre-race action in the pits across the track.
When it's time for a snack, they can join the other spectators at one of the many concession stands
(bottom) in the Grand Plaza, where the modular structures were purposely designed to face the
lawn rather than front on the track, to accommodate other events throughout the year.

built in only two years. Yet the project was fraught with controversy and contract
disputes—including those among former race car driver and Austinite Tavo
Hellmund, whose vision and drive initiated the endeavor; Bernie Ecclestone,
Formula 1's commercial rights holder; Bobby Epstein, the primary investor and
COTA chairman; and local opponents. Now, after positive reviews from drivers
and fans alike, general admission tickets for the 2013 Grand Prix in November are
selling briskly. And with contracts to host the X-Games and other major events on
the books, it seems COTA’s troubles are in the rear-view mirror. “It was a painful
challenge, but worth it,” says Epstein, reflecting on the litigious road to last year’s
inaugural race. “We now have something modern and global.” Epstein hopes to
expand COTA to include a hotel, a visitors’ center, maybe even a museum. With
Austin already a destination city because of festivals such as South by Southwest
and Austin City Limits, COTA provides one more opportunity for Austin to shine
and, as Epstein states, to be “a great place for people to come together.” m

PHOTOGRAPHY: © PAUL FINKEL | PISTON DESIGN (TOP);

TOMAS SEGURA (BOTTOM)
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